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has but one direct outlet to the sea, the Mississippi River and its
tributaries, which run into the Gulf of Mexico, a sort of inland sea
far removed from both the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans. Or
compare Europe with Asia, where a wrinkling process of the
earth's surface and the irregular slopes of all the mountain-ranges
make the rivers run in any old direction, while the most important
of those waterways, traversing the vast Siberian steppes, lose them-
selves in the Arctic Ocean and arc of no earthly use to any one
except a few local fishermen. Or with Australia, which has next to
no navigable rivers. Or with Africa, a vast central plateau which
forces the rivers to break through the high fringe of mountains
near the coast and prevents sea traffic from using the natural water-
ways to reach the interior. Then you will begin to understand
why Europe, with its convenient mountain-ranges and its even
more convenient river systems, with four times as much coast-line
as it would have if it were rounded off as neatly as Africa or
Australia, with its moderate climate and its convenient situation
right in the heart of the land masses of this earth, was predestined
to play the part of the leading continent.
But those natural advantages alone would not have been enough
to allow this tiny corner of the world to lord it over all its neigh-
bours. The ingenuity of the inhabitants had to lend a hand. Their
mathematics and their astronomy and trigonometry taught them
how to sail the Seven Seas with a reasonable assurance of being able
to return whence they had come. Their interest in chemistry pro-
vided them with an internal combustion machine (that queer
motor called a * gun') by means of which they could kill other
human beings and animals faster and more accurately than any
other nation or tribe had ever been able to do. Their pursuit of
medicine taught them how to make themselves comparatively
immune against a variety of diseases which hitherto had kept
whole regions of the earth in a state of chronic depopulation.
And finally the comparative poverty of great tracts of their own
soil (poor when compared to the plains of the Ganges or the
mountain-ranges of Java) and the everlasting necessity of living
rather * carefully' had gradually developed such deep-seated habits
gf thrift and greed that Europeans would go to any ptfremc in